
 

 
 
 
Monday, 15th March, 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

PROGRESSIVE ASSESSMENT TESTING (PAT) 

 

What an unusual start to a year it has been for our Townsville community! We trust things 

are starting to settle down and life with you and your family is returning to ‘normal’. 

 

We are writing to let you know of a new, exciting initiative and journey that we have 

embarked upon this year at Calvary Christian College. As part of our ongoing journey of 

improving teaching and learning practices at the College, we identified the need to gather 

more effective and useful data to be used to improve student outcomes. This year we began 

the journey with ACER – the Australian Council of Educational Research – to gather data 

twice a year that is used to inform the teaching and learning in every classroom at Calvary. 

 

During the first three weeks of terms one and three, students in Prep to year 10 will 

participate in this testing program. The PAT tests examine the knowledge and skills of 

students in the areas of reading, spelling, punctuation, grammar and mathematics. PAT tests 

are designed to assess each student’s current capability against an appropriate national 

standard for their age. 

 

The data collected from the PAT tests is a valuable source of information in each student’s 

learning needs and opportunities for growth. Unlike NAPLAN, the PAT assessments do not 

have a student/parent report. However, they provide opportunities for discussions with 

teaching colleagues and parents around the learning needs of every student. The data will 

primarily be used to identify and inform the teaching and learning needs moving forward for 

each classroom teacher in all subject areas. The PAT testing process has been explained to 

all students and is not to be seen as a “pass or fail” assessment. Students will be 

encouraged to view the tests as a way for teachers to learn more about their capabilities and 

then design learning programs that will help them improve.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions about the purpose and 

process of PAT testing at Calvary. 

 
 
 

 
 

Mrs Robyn Hair      
Director of Teaching and Learning 
robyn.hair@calvary.qld.edu   
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